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Our workforce is being

Workforce development 
begins at birth.

Strong businesses today are 
built on foundations of a quality 
workforce and sound management 
techniques. Business leaders know 
that success often depends on 
qualified and effective employees.

“The most important asset a business 
has is its people. Why wouldn't 

I invest at an early age?”
 
 

Rick Gronniger
Regional Human Resources Manager

Altec Industries, Inc.

In order to ensure that we have the 
human capital needed for success, 
we must look at the origins of our 
workforce and begin developing 
people from infancy – when the 
investment has the greatest return. 
According to some studies, the 
return on investing in high quality 
early education is 16%, with 80% 
of the benefits going to the general 
public. Additionally, a strong early 
care and education system allows 
parents to return to work.

Sources used: Early Childhood Development with a High Public Return, Art Rolnick and
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Getting it Right  .   .   .  From the Start  .   .   .  Starts with You.

Investing in early childhood creates a foundation of success for business and 
our community as a whole. Extensive research shows that investing in early 
childhood programs that deliver high quality learning environments and parent 
support from birth is an effective way to:
• Increase parent productivity
• Improve children's lives
• Create jobs
• Grow the economy
Evidence shows that quality programs provide returns to society on their 
initial investments and avoid expenditures on costly outcomes such as grade 
repetition, special education, and involvement with the criminal justice system.

Find out how you can give, advocate, or volunteer to ensure a ready workforce.

Contact United Way of Greater St. Joseph.
816-364-2381

Bobbie Cronk (bobbie.cronk@stjosephunitedway.org) or
Kylee Strough (kylee.strough@stjosephunitedway.org)

every day.

Rob Grunewald, The Productivity Argument for Investing in Young Children, James Heckman.



United Way Success By 6®  is a community-based movement of public and private 
partners including business, government, labor, education, childcare, and parents 
working together to prepare children to be successful learners when they begin 
kindergarten.  

The work of United Way Success By 6: 
 Allows children to attend high quality childcare and preschool

 Enables parents to provide nurturing, enriching, and stable environments for
their young children

 Impacts systems for lasting change in the lives of our youngest citizens

Accomplishments include: 
 Helping families prepare their children for kindergarten readiness

through KinderClub and Kindergarten Jumpstart

 Granting scholarships for childcare workers to continue their formal
education

 Providing effective professional development opportunities to early
educators and childcare directors

 Installing a Play Path at Bartlett Park to help young families engage in early
learning activities while enjoying one of St. Joseph’s treasures

 Partnering with St. Joseph School District Parents as Teachers and Heartland 
Hospital to give every new parent a Baby Bag full of developmental 
information and resources

Visit United Way online at stjosephunitedway.org; like United Way of Greater 
St. Joseph on Facebook, or follow UnitedWayStJoe on Twitter.  

United Way Success By 6® is a community-based movement of public 
and private partners including business, government, labor, education, 
childcare, and parents working together to prepare children to be 
successful learners when they begin kindergarten.

The work of United Way Success By 6:
 • Allows children to attend high quality childcare and preschool
 • Enables parents to provide nurturing, enriching, and stable   
  environments for their young children
 • Impacts systems for lasting change in the lives of our youngest  
  citizens

Accomplishments include:
 • Helping families prepare their children for kindergarten readiness  
  through KinderClub and Kindergarten Jumpstart
 • Granting scholarships for childcare workers to continue their   
  formal education
 • Providing effective professional development opportunities to   
  early educators and childcare directors
 • Installing a Play Path at Bartlett Park to help young families   
  engage in early learning activities while enjoying one of 
  St. Joseph’s treasures
 • Partnering with St. Joseph School District Parents as Teachers   
  and Heartland Hospital to give every new parent a Baby Bag full  
  of developmental information and resources

Visit United Way online at stjosephunitedway.org; like United Way of Greater 
St. Joseph on Facebook, or follow UnitedWayStJoe on Twitter.


