
   Thanks to donor and community support, 
Success By 6, an initiative of the United Way 
of Greater St. Joseph, has completed a play path for young children.
   The Success By 6 Play Path is a series of activity stations that guide adults 
who bring young children to the park to use the natural environment to 
support early learning. The Play Path is located on the hike and bike trail that 
borders Bartlett Park to the east. Signs suggesting fun developmental tips are 
posted with accompanying activities on or near the path.
   United Way volunteers partnered with incoming Missouri Western State 

University freshmen to install the path for 
our community’s children.
   We hope you bring a young child you 
know to the Play Path. Follow the tips to 
guide your little person in fun outdoor 
activities that help with learning letters, 
shapes, and numbers in ways that develop 
coordination and listening skills. Know that 
you made the Play Path possible!
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Welcome New 2008
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Success By 6® Play Path 
at Bartlett Park 

Fosters Early Learning
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   The United Way has launched a 
new initiative to address 
financial stability issues in our 
community. A Financial 
Stability Summit was held on April 
2 to determine what specific 
economic and financial needs are 
the most pressing for people in the 
Greater St. Joseph area and to 
discuss potential strategies to 
address those needs.
   The April 2 Summit was the birth 
of a new local movement that will 
help the St. Joseph area better assure 
the financial stability of the people 
who live here for years to come.
   Social services provide assistance 
to help people facing financial 
problems, but social services 
cannot tackle all the economic 
concerns people face. Therefore, the 
Financial Stability Summit, 
coordinated by United Way, brought 
local leaders from all sectors 
together for the sake of the 
financial well-being of 
individuals and families. Thirty-one 
leaders from the banking 
industry, private businesses, 
government agencies and the 
non-profit sector attended.
   The initiative will first focus on:
   • Impacting Regulations and 
      Policies
   • Increasing use of Earned Income

United Way launches 
new financial stability 
initiative for community
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   United Way of Greater St. Joseph is developing a local Volunteer Center. The 
first Volunteer Center Advisory Committee meeting on May 4 was attended by 
representatives of non-profit agencies, educational institutions, and corporations.
   Volunteer positions serve an important function in a community, especially 
during an economic downturn. Through volunteering, individuals can expand 
their networks for job searches and increase their job skills. Non-profit agencies 
often depend on volunteers for important labor and special projects that cannot 
be covered by budgets. Currently, when someone in our community wishes to 
volunteer somewhere, the person must call around to inquire at many different 
locations, asking about their volunteer needs, often in a hit-and-miss fashion. 
Many agencies in town have volunteer opportunities or would like to have 
leadership in developing a volunteer program but don’t have the staff or the time 
required. 
   United Way’s Volunteer Center will serve as a community resource for 

United Way begins developing a Volunteer Center
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“My father was a charitable 
man, so I guess 
that’s where I 
learned it,” 
remarked Marvin 
Nelson, a Loyal 
Contributor to the 
United Way of Greater 
St. Joseph. 
    Marvin’s history 
with United Way 
began 51 years ago as 
an employee of a 
family-owned 
business, The Home 
Oil & Gas 
Corporation.  Even when he became
president of the company, he served 

Meet a 51-Year Contributor
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Marvin Nelson believes 
in contributing to the 
work of the United Way.

as campaign coordinator for his 
employees.  He also encouraged other
	      businesses to contribute 
	      corporate gifts to the annual
	      campaigns and served on 
	      the United Way Board of 
	      Directors during the 1970’s.  
	         Marvin believes one of 
	      the most important roles of 
	      the United Way is that it 
	      unites efforts throughout the 
	      community by engaging
	      a great number of volunteers 
	      to raise money for the 
	      partner agencies.
	         We salute Marvin for his 
	      faithful commitment to his 
	      community through the 
	      United Way.  
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Crystal Circle Members 
give $1,000 or more 

to the United Way 
Annual Campaign.

Looking for a meaningful gift to give? Honor someone special with a Tribute Gift. Envelope enclosed.
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      Tax Credit and free tax preparation
   • Increasing capacity of case 
      managers and creating an effective 
      visual resource that helps people 
      navigate through social service 
      agencies
   • Promoting personal financial 
      education
   Developing a plan for achieving 
each goal is next on the agenda.
   If you are interested in participating 
in this forward-thinking, worthwhile 
work, please contact the United Way at 
364-2381 and ask for Jodi.

 . . .  (cont’d) Ensure Financial Stability
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individuals seeking volunteer 
opportunities, agencies seeking 
volunteers and corporations supporting 
volunteer projects for their employees. 
The center will become the central 
place to discover what volunteer 
opportunities are available in the area. 
As the Volunteer Center develops, it 
will be accessible by phone, through 
the internet, and by visiting the United 
Way. It will be an effective way for 
agencies and individuals to find solid 
volunteer matches.
   The Volunteer Center will also 
provide centralized leadership and 
management to promote, support and 
enhance the efforts of individual 
volunteer coordinators at various 
agencies. The center will ease the 
burden on agencies as they seek to 
find, train and maintain volunteers.
   Want to volunteer? Have volunteer 
needs? Call Linda at 364-2381.

 . . .  (cont’d) Volunteer Center
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Health	
• 856 seniors in the area received a 
total of 122,802 balanced meals for 
good health through United Way 
partner agencies.
• 222 women enhanced their safety 
and quality of life through rape crisis 
therapies at the YWCA.
Education
• 1,436 children attended quality 
preschools and child care centers at 
United Way partner agencies.
• 5,378 girls and boys built character, 
leadership, and other important skills 
as Scouts.
• 7,846 people feel prepared to 
respond to a first aid or CPR 
emergency with knowledge and 
confidence due to American Red 
Cross training. 
Financial Stability
• Around 11,000 referrals to 
appropriate resources were given by 
Community Services to people 
seeking assistance with financial 
situations.
• Approximately 1,700 men, women 
and children received emergency 
shelter.

See some big 2008 
results made possible with 

your contributions

u

People Served Help Others 
Thanks to Cooperation 

Between Two Local 
United Way Agencies

As part of 
his day with 
UCP’s Adult 
Services, 
a man who 
receives 
services  at 
UCP 
delivers 
Mobile 
Meals to an 
InterServ 
client.

Give. Advocate. Volunteer. 
LIVE UNITED.

Bill Severn, 
2009 
Campaign 
Chairman, 
joins the 
United Way 
Board of 
Directors and 
staff in 
saying, 
“Thank you,” 
for all you’ve 
done and all 
you will do to 
help our 
community 
LIVE 
UNITED.

   Did you know that United Cerebral Palsy of Northwest Missouri (UCP) and 
InterServ, two United Way parnter agencies, have been teaming up for over 
15 years to enable people who are receiving services to give back to our 
community?
   This past year, UCP staff worked with twenty-five adults with 
developmental disabilities served by UCP’s Adult Program as they took turns 
on a rotating schedule delivering Mobile Meals through InterServ. They 
delivered nine routes, which means nearly 140 people who might not 
otherwise have eaten well, had hot meals delivered to their doors. 
   Not only are recipients’ nutritional needs met through the Mobile Meals 
program, but sometimes their meal delivery is the only interaction they have 
for the day. UCP adult participants and some of the long-term InterServ 
meal patrons enjoy a short visit during the meal delivery, benefitting both the 
deliverer and the person who receives the meal. This partnership is a win-win 
situation for participating UCP adults, people confined to their residence due 
to disability or illness who depend on InterServ for regular nutrition, United 
Way and our community as a whole.
   United Way encourages our community and agencies to LIVE UNITED, 
and the photo above shows an excellent example of how individuals and 
agencies in our community are doing just that. Hooray to UCP and InterServ 
for such a long-term commitment to advance the common good in our 
community.
   For more information about UCP and InterServ, go to www.ucpnwmo.org 
and www.inter-serv.org.u
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Are you a Diamond Donor? 
You are if you’ve given to United Way for more than 25 years. We want 
to recognize you, thank you, and make sure you know how important you 
are to us. Give us a call at 364-2381 or complete this form and return it to 
United Way of Greater St. Joseph at P.O. Box 188, St. Joseph, MO 64502.

     	          I have been giving to United Way since ____________
								        (year)

Name(s) _______________________________________________

Address ________________________________________________

City________________________State _______ ZIP ____________

Phone (home) _______________  Phone (work) ________________

Email  _____________________  Company ___________________

#

If you’ve been giving to United Way since before computers were 
used to track information, we may not know how long you’ve 
given. Our records are not complete for long-term donors.

Thank you for supporting 
United Way 

of Greater St. Joseph.


